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department, as follows: "Some observations made to-day by a reliable
Cuban, in accordance with my instructions, made four armored vessels,
and two torpedo destroyers at Santiago. At this time repairs and more
coal needed by them.

"SAMPSON.**

The Cuban was sent out by me without instructions from Admiral
Sampson, who was informed, upon his arrival at Santiago, of that fact,
and that the Cuban would report on the coming Friday to me. Admiral
Sampson then directed that the Cuban upon return should be sent to him
on board the Keio York.

3.  To my report of May 30, 1898, beginning on page 402, the following
may be added:

"The captain of the steamship Adula informed me when his ship
was boarded that he was to take all neutral refugees in Cienfuegos on
board and return at once to Kingston; that he would probably leave Cien-
fuegos the day following, and that these refugees would be able to give
me further information of the Spanish fleet.

"Before the Adula caine out, the Marblehead, the Vixen, and the
Eagle arrived from Key West, and upon my Inquiring, Commander Mc-
Calla informed me that the lights observed by me on shore the previous
night were signals prearranged with the Cuban insurgents.

"It appears that the Marblehead and Eagle, while blockading off Cien-
fuegos for quite a while without any knowledge of the presence of insur-
gents, were approached by a boat containing several Cuban officers who
had passed some forty hours in an open boat in order to bear a communi-
cation from the Cuban military chief to the westward of Cienfuegos.
This was the beginning of communication on the south side of Cuba, and
the first knowledge of the fact having been obtained from Commander
McCalla on May 24th3 he was immediately sent to ascertain all informa-
tion possible of the Spanish fleet while delivering munitions he had
arranged to bring with him on his return from Key West."

4.  On the voyage to  Santiago  every auxiliary was  a drag on  the
movements  of the squadron.    Stops  were  made  for the  Merrimac,  the
Eagle, and the Vixen, which was completely disabled for several hours.
These necessary auxiliaries, all that accompanied the squadron, could not
be abandoned while the enemy was presumably free to act in the immediate
vicinity.

5.  Page 404, 16th par.    The signal made by the Indefatigable was
intended and thought by her captain to be "thanks for courtesy," and was
not "no harm done for courtesy" as reported, and has since been ascer-
tained from her commanding officer.

Incidents of July 3, 1898.

6.  In Rear Admiral Sampson's report of the battle of July 3, 1898,
page 508, first line, the statement is made that "the Oregon, steaming
with amazing speed, from the commencement of the action took first place."
This is not a fact, for at no time from the beginning of the action untilyed on the Colon or whether
